
Why People Love Christmas 
Sam Dilbeck 

Another holiday season has arrived with lights, glitter, and 

tinsel in tow. Joy and smiles dot the landscape as people search 

for the perfect gifts and attend parties and gatherings. 

Decorations go up, animosity goes down, and for a little while 

the world seems in harmony. What is it about the holidays that 

so many love? Throughout the year, other days of celebration 

are popular, but none of them come close to the popularity of 

Christmas. 

I think the holiday season captures the best of the human spirit 

and puts it on display. From the stories of the real Saint 

Nicholaus to desires of peace, Christmas embodies them all. 

What many today do not understand, however, is that what 

they love about the season are daily principles of Christianity 

that so many reject today. 

One idea that saturates Christmas is peace. Many people know 

it from the angelic declaration of Luke 2:14, “And on earth 

peace.” Through his willing sacrifice Jesus brought peace 

between humanity and God (Eph 2:13-18). As recipients of the 

“peace that passes understanding,” Christians are called to “If 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all” (Rom 12:18). The spirit of peace that prevails at Christmas 

ought to prevail all year. 

Kindness is another important value exalted at Christmas time. 

Some manuscripts record the angels singing “good will toward 

men” (Luke 2:14). While the preferred reading is “on earth 

peace among those with whom he is pleased,” the other reading 

is popular and therefore, around the holidays, people are nicer 

and kinder to others—including strangers. They give to 

charities in a desire to help those less fortunate.  

Invitation 
Welcome everyone. We pray you will be strengthened by your 
visit with the Brighton Church of Christ. You are not just our 
guest, but you are welcome and wanted right here. Join our 
family of imperfect people perfected in by the blood of Jesus. 
Restrooms are located across the foyer near the front of the 
auditorium on the upper floor. If you need assistance in any 
way, ask any member for help. 

Mission 
The Brighton Church of Christ is a spiritual family with a 
focus on going to heaven. We are determined to honor 
God, to strictly follow the teachings of the New Testament, 
and effectively make that teaching available to the city of 
Brighton and the surrounding areas. 

Leadership 
Elders 
Ron Jensen  303-655-8498 
Ivan Stewart  720-270-1057 
Mark Thacker               303-655-1982 
 
Deacons 
Kevin Dunham 303-807-5974 
 
 
 
Minister 
Sam Dilbeck  903-229-8415 
 
Contacts 
Church Phone: 303.659.1420 
Email: info@brightonchurchofchrist.org 
Website: brightonchurchofchrist.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/brightoncoc 

Sunday  Schedule Morning 
 
Welcome ................................................................. Ron Jensen  

Song Leader ............................................................ Ron Jensen  

Opening Prayer…………………………….………..……..Kevin Warner  

Lord’s Supper Leader………………………..……….…... KD Derbigny       

Assistant……………………………………………………....….Chris Jatko     

Assistant …………………………………………...…………...Dale Bishop       

Assistant………………………………………..……..……....Chris Warner     

Assistant……………………………………………............Marcos Celaya      

Scripture Reading……………………………………….Kaden Dunham    

                                            Luke 22: 63-65  

Lesson .................................................................... Sam Dilbeck     

Closing Prayer & Dismissal……………..………….…Chris Peterson    

Sunday Evening  
Song Leader…………………………………………………....Ron Jensen  

Opening Prayer……………………………………………....Paul Nikolai       

Lord’s Supper Leader……………………………...…...…KD Derbigny       

Lesson…………………………………………………...……...Sam Dilbeck  

Closing Prayer…………………………...……………….…....Ernest Kite    

Wednesday Evening Schedule 
Class ....................................................................... Sam Dilbeck    

 Service Times 
Sundays:   

Morning classes 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Evening worship 6:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: Ladies Class 10:00 am 

Evening Bible Study 6:30 pm 

December 12, 2021 



Announcements 

Prayers  

Tim Parker is continuing to heal from his " basal cell carcinoma" 
treatment, however, he is still having pain during the healing 
process.  Please continue to keep Tim and Stella in your prayers.   

 

Ruth Wilson has requested prayers for the brethren in India.  They 
are dealing with cyclones and flooding.   

 

Florence Price has started chemotherapy and is home but the road 
to recovery is a long one.  Prayers for the whole family as they work 
with her on this journey.   

 

Christine Williams lost her mother recently.  Prayers for the whole 
family has they grieve.   

 

 

Continued Prayers    

 

Penny Anderson, Tim Parker’s daughter- seizures 

Eleanor Jatko– recovery from a stroke  

Bill Woloridge, the Austin’s friend—cancer 

Jane Hanavan-heart issues  

Dawn Lell-health problems  

KD’s supervisor's wife, LaRae Siefert-chemo nerve damage  

Sam Sims– health problems  

Elmo Wilson– recovery from a stoke  

Becca’ Manzanares’ niece’s husband, Steven Pointer-COVID 

The work in India   

 

 

People smile more, open more doors, and give up more for oth-
ers in a show of good will to their fellow man. This spirit of 
good will and kindness is what God asks of his people every day 
(Gal 6:8-10). 

Christmas is also the season of joy. Sin defiled and cursed the 
world (Gen 3:18; Rom 8:20). Yet, when the Savior came the 
anticipation of redemption brought great joy (Rom 8:19-23). 
This is the “great joy” announced by the angel to the shepherds 
(Luke 2:10). Because of this salvation, Christians are called to 
“Rejoice always” (1 Thes 5:16; Phil 4:4; Rom 5:1-2). Again, the 
glad tidings and joy of the Christmas season should be shown 
every day all year long. 

One of the biggest traditions of Christmas is the generosity of 
the season. Some trace gift giving back to the magi bringing 
gifts to the newborn Jesus in Matthew 2. However, that did not 
happen as tradition states it, but rather Jesus was probably a 
toddler since the magi indicated the star appeared two years 
prior (Matt 2:16). In addition, there is no indication that gifts 
were ever brought to Jesus to commemorate his birth. And the 
gifts brought to him as a toddler weren’t for his birth, but for 
his position and death—King and sacrifice. However, the tradi-
tion of gift giving survives, and children around the world are 
thankful. But like other Christmas traditions, generosity ought 
to define daily Christian living. The Lord said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35; Eph 4:28). 

All these traditions are undergirded by love. In fact, all great 
Christmas traditions are founded on love: family gatherings, 
generosity, joy, peace, kindness, and remembering others. Love 
is the common bond of Christmas that ties hearts together 
across the country and across national boundaries. Love is the 
hallmark of Christianity every day (Mat 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-
34; Luke 10:25-28; 1 John 4:7-8). Christian love reflects the 
love God has already shown to the world (John 3:16; 15:13; 1 
John 4:9-10). 

Many people say, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” While 
this is true, it is not for the reason most people think. Many 
think it is about his birth, but what makes Christmas the season 
of Jesus is that it brings together the greatest values of humani-
ty and puts them on display for the whole world to see. And it is 
Jesus that makes these values so wonderful. 

Sadly, by next year, many will have forgotten the values that 
make the holiday season so glorious. They will turn their backs 
on the Savior they praised during Christmas. But God will still 
be there, calling his people to peace, kindness, joy, generosity, 
and love. Imagine if all people sought to live like Christ all year, 
it would be Christmas every day.  

                               Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Dec. 12                          Coby Mendoza                    Birthday 

Dec. 15                          Jon Picon                              Birthday   

Dec. 18                          Tim & Stella Parker            Anniversary  

Dec. 18                           Kevin Warner                     Birthday  

Baby Shower date to be scheduled 

Barron Bishop is in Children's Hospital. 

Please pray for him to get stronger so he 

can go home soon!  We all can look for-

ward to the day when we can all enjoy 

having the baby shower with him there.    

  

 

 

 

New Years Eve Game Night  

This year News Years Eve falls on a Friday.  This is the perfect 

time to come out and enjoy some games and food with the 

brethren.  Please bring a finger food to share and if you have a 

game you think you want to share, bring it also.   

 

Location: The Thacker Home  

                     9500 E. 159th Ave.  

                     Brighton 

 

When: Friday, December 31st   6:00 p.m. till were tired 


