
Racism, America, and God 
Sam Dilbeck 

 

Invitation 
Welcome everyone. We pray you will be strengthened by your 
visit with the Brighton Church of Christ. You are not just our 
guest, but you are welcome and wanted right here. Join our 
family of imperfect people perfected in by the blood of Jesus. 
Restrooms are located across the foyer near the front of the 
auditorium on the upper floor. If you need assistance in any 
way, ask any member for help. 

Mission 
The Brighton Church of Christ is a spiritual family with a 
focus on going to heaven. We are determined to honor 
God, to strictly follow the teachings of the New Testament, 
and effectively make that teaching available to the city of 
Brighton and the surrounding areas. 

Leadership 
Elders 
Ron Jensen  303-655-8498 
Ivan Stewart  720-270-1057 
Mark Thacker               303-655-1982 
 
Deacons 
Kevin Dunham 303-807-5974 
 
 
 
Minister 
Sam Dilbeck  903-229-8415 
 
Contacts 
Church Phone: 303.659.1420 
Email: info@brightonchurchofchrist.org 
Website: brightonchurchofchrist.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/brightoncoc 

Sunday  Schedule Morning 
 
Welcome ................................................................. Ron Jensen 

Song Leader ............................................................ Ron Jensen  

Opening Prayer…………………………….………..…….Coby Mandoza    

Lord’s Supper Leader…………………………………….Marcos Celaya   

Assistant……………………………………………...…….Kaden Dunham  

Assistant ………………………………………………...……...Marc Moran     

Assistant………………………………………..………….Alan Samuelson    

Assistant……………………………………………...........Chris Peterson   

Scripture Reading……………………………………………Jim Learned    

                                              James 4:17      

Lesson ................................................................... .Sam Dilbeck   

Closing Prayer & Dismissal……………..……....……...Paul Nikolai    

Sunday Evening  
Song Leader…………………………………………………....Ron Jensen 

Opening Prayer……………………………………...……….Ivan Stewart    

Lord’s Supper Leader…………………………...………… 

Assistant…………………………………..…………....…Kaden Dunham   

Lesson…………………………………………………...………Sam Dilbeck 

Closing Prayer…………………………...…………..……….Ron Eudaley 

Wednesday Evening Schedule 
Class ....................................................................... Sam Dilbeck    

  

Service Times 
Sundays:   

Morning classes 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Evening worship 6:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: Ladies Class 10:00 am 

Evening Bible Study 6:30 pm 

August 29, 2021 

Ferguson, Charleston, and Minneapolis have become synon-
ymous with racial strife and flashpoints for debate. To the 
shortsighted, racism has plagued America since its birth. Ac-
cording to these people, we walk on ground saturated with 
the blood of racial violence, and recent events continue to 
fertilize the fruits of racism. But these claims are simplistic 
and misleading. 

 Racism has dogged humanity since the tower of Ba-
bel. The division of languages forced separation and devel-
oped new cultures in isolated regions (Gen 11:9). These mi-
cro-societies continued new and diverse cultures where like-
ness and sameness were prized, and differences were es-
chewed. As a result, skin tone, originally variegated, became 
a mark of homogeneity within isolated cultures. 

 Exploration introduced people to other cultures and 
conflict quickly followed as people defended their culture. 
African tribal culture conflicted with tribal culture. Germanic 
barbarian culture upended Roman imperial culture. James 
once asked, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war with-
in you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You cov-
et and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel” (Jas 4:1-2). 
He originally asked Christians why they fought each other, 
but his answers apply to all conflicts. Cultural passions clash 
with each other. 

When refugees left the shores of Europe to settle in Ameri-
can, they brought their culture—including slavery. While 
some founding Americans were slave holders, most immi-
grants were not. In fact, many were indentured slaves them-
selves. The issue of slavery threatened the constitutional con-
vention because several delegates desired to abolish it.  



Announcements 

Prayers  

Elmo Wilson  has been moved to Flatirons Health and Rehab at 
1107 Century Drive in Louisville.  Because of COVID visiting may be 
a problem.  Continue to pray for the best recovery possible for a 
person who had a massive stroke.   

Hannah Warner still needs prayers as she continues to recover 
from a problem with her liver and spleen.  She is taking it easy at 
home.     

 

Continued Prayers    

Penny Anderson, Tim Parker’s daughter- seizures 

Eleanor Jatko– recovery from a stroke  

Bill Woloridge, the Austin’s friend—cancer 

Jane Hanavan-heart issues  

Dawn Lell-health problems  

KD’s supervisor's wife, LaRae Siefert-chemo nerve damage  

Sherry Derbigny’s Aunt Jackie– breast cancer  

Sam Sims– health problems  

Pray for our Brighton family as we try to share the Gospel .   

Paula Nikolai—heart issues  

 

News and Notes 

                                                                                                                                                     

  

Ultimately the founding principle that “all men are created equal” 
won the day. It took time and blood for the full impact of that 
statement to permeate the nation. 

 While racism lingers in some places in America, its influ-
ence is small and erratic. When black people are skeptical of white 
cops, that’s racism. When white people vilify black people, that’s 
racism. When any group oppresses, dismisses, abuses, or scorns 
another group because of their skin tone, racism thrives. Fortu-
nately, the overwhelming majority of Americans despise racism.  

 What is God’s attitude toward race? God is not a respecter 
of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11). God does not choose people 
based upon outward characteristics like eye color, skin tone, or 
gender. God said, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 
of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not 
as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart” (1 Sam 16:7). Godliness means judging on 
character and behavior, not race or gender. 

 God never distinguished based on skin color. In the Bible 
divisions are made by family, clan, tribe, and nation. Prior to the 
Tower of Babel people of all skin tones intermingled. Dividing cul-
ture based on skin color is a purely human invention. 

 Humanity shares one common ancestry, “And he made 
from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth” (Acts 17:26). This means all the genetic diversity of humani-
ty was found in the original couple—Adam and Eve. This is genet-
ically possible because of dominance, co-dominance, and recessive 
gene interaction. Their offspring would have run the color gamut. 

 

Race was not a factor in marriages. Moses a Jew, married Zippo-
rah a Midianite (Exo 2:21). Joseph married an Egyptian named 
Asenath (Gen 41:45). The stigma against mixed-race marriage is 
another human invention. 

 Christians are commanded not to be prejudice against oth-
ers, “My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” (James 2:1). Claiming Christ 
demands accepting all people regardless of their outward appear-
ance. James went on to declare, “But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin” (Jas 2:9). 

 God made one race with many colors. Man made color an 
issue. As cultures divided people and homogenized skin tones, 
pride and selfishness turned color against color. By the mid-1800s, 
people began justifying the human imposed division. But God sees 
people with color—beautiful colors. Racism is based on an atheis-
tic philosophy built on prejudice, opinion, and hate. Christians 
must demonstrate equality, love, and compassion to all people. 

Linda Shoen’s Memorial Service  

This Saturday, September 4th at 4:00 p.m. 

there will be a memorial service for Linda 

Shoen, here at the building.  Side dishes 

are needed.  Ham will be provided.  

Please sign up on the Sides List located on 

the table in the foyer if you’re able to help.   

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 

August 30             Wayne & Becca Manzanares       Anniversary  

September 2        Sarah Nikolai                                   Birthday  

September 3         Bill & Johanna Bohannon            Anniversary  

 

Keep October 3rd through 6th 

open for a Gospel Meeting.  

Allen Webster will be our 

speaker.   

Calendar for 2021 

On the bulletin board in the foyer 

is a calendar of activities for the 

rest of the year.  It is such a bless-

ing to be able to plan activities 

again!  Please look to see what is 

coming up.   

Please welcome our new member 

Jeff Oaks 

308 Shenandoah Way 

Lochbuie, CO  80603 

(586) 202-3330 


